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The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

	Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?

· There is no homogenous European public and counter-public.

· Counter-public can, however, change the understanding of the European public.
· From a view-point of communication sciences these changes can be developed in three dimensions: (1) Public and counter-public as concepts of democracy theory, (2) as a space of communication respectively the contingent public connected to it and (3) the dimension of the medial public.

· A dual concept of public and counter-public simplifies social reality (Krotz 1998). Public and counter-public go further than the aspect of mass media; they are also a social practice in a comprehensive sense.

· However, the medial public (respectively the „published opinion“) has the greatest importance



	What is your definition of European Public Sphere?

· European public and counter-public can be a (medial) form, content and strategy at the same time. In the scope of a collective identity they moreover represent a social process.



	How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere?

· For the analysis of communication science, these features mean that the medial ties have to be observed both within the phenomenon and to the outside. In the case of Attac this concretely means: How do the opponents of globalisation within Attac assure themselves and how does this process happen to the outside, which means mainly medially transmitted through broadcasting/reporting.




