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The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

	Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?

· The notion of European Public Sphere needed to be deconstructed. Dealing with ‘European’ rather than imagining a single, fixed entity we should come to terms with identity as multiple, fluid, which is always open to change.  Hybridity is inherent in every identity. Similarly  ‘public sphere’ (departing from Habermasian approach) can be sketched as ‘heterogeneous counterpublic sphere’ stressing the pluralism, difference and conflict within the European Public Sphere rather than unconstrained communication and consensus (following Laclau and Mouffe).

· The importance of ‘public sphere’ in ‘democracy’. ‘Radical Plural Democracy’ of Laclau and Mouffe (1985) argue that dogmatism, essentialism and foundationalism should be abandoned and replaced by the democratic sentiment that carries a profound respect for plurality and difference. 

	What is your definition of European Public Sphere?
· Despite its popularity in the common currency the notion of European Public Sphere remains complicated, uncertain and improbable. 

· My approach to European Public Sphere draws upon radical pluralist understanding of democracy that stresses the importance of the need to establish a chain of equivalence among different democratic struggles (Laclau & Mouffe 1985). Radical plural democracy carries a profound respect for plurality and difference. 

· In discussing and imagining the European Public Sphere, we must come to terms with pluralism and difference because it is not possible to speak of the ‘European’ people as a unified and homogenous entity with a single general will. There are not one, homogenized but many, heterogeneous, fragmented and at the same time hybridised public spheres. 

	How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere?

· Looking at the case of Cyprus, where the public sphere(s) is very much focused on the integration with the EU, I will discuss how the Turkish Cypriot print media situate themselves in the Cyprus conflict and I will explore the ways in which they play their role in manufacturing the Europeanization of the public sphere. 

· In May 2004, Cyprus will officially become part of the EU. The unknown is whether Cyprus will enter the EU reunited or not. Without a settlement, the north part of the country, where the Turkish Cypriots live, will be excluded till the solution is found. In these circumstances there is a very strong public opinion that favours a settlement and the EU membership as a reunited country is formed in the North Cyprus. 


