The European Public Sphere

International Interdisciplinary Conference for PHD-Students

Sponsored by the Berlin Graduate School of Social Sciences,

Humboldt-University

November 28-30, 2003, Europäische Akademie Berlin

Workshop on Concepts 

Contribution Form

Please fill in, rename to "name_workshop_form.doc"

and return to agenda_europa_public@yahoogroups.de
by Nov. 1, 2003
Name, First Name:
Van de Steeg, Marianne


The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?

· The kind of public sphere depends on the characteristics of the particular debate held in that public sphere.

· You do not know what kind of public sphere there is until you make an analysis. In other words, a newspaper can only be considered as representative for a type of public sphere after an investigation has been made. This cannot be the starting-point.

· From the fact that a newspaper is published in a region, cannot be automatically concluded that thus all the contents, all the debates held in that newspaper are part of a regionally demarcated public sphere. When analysing, one is likely to find that some belongs to a national public sphere, and some to a European.



What is your definition of European Public Sphere?

· The public sphere is a space in which citizens – in practice, an elite of citizens – discuss with each other issues in the presence of a public that has (at least theoretically) the possibility to intervene and become a partiticipant itself. 

· One can distinguish a European public sphere when this happens on an EU-wide level. Two implications: 

· 1. across national differences, irrespective of nationality

· 2. distinctly as to non-EU countries/newspapers/etc.



How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere?



