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The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

	Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?

· "Public Sphere" means discussing the same topics at the same time with the same level of relevance

· Secondly, the same "frames" have to be used to present / understand a topic

· The frame within which a political group negotiates it's political self-understanding is set by dominating instances. In western democracies, this is still the "nation-state". It's political self-understanding can be called "identity". Both, "identity" and "nation-state", are historically grown phenomena. Therefore, they are constantly evolving and changing.

· As "frame", these phenomena are not completely open to manipulation or construction. Only if there is "resonance" with former concepts, there can be evolution

· This "evolution" happens in discourses, allowing for a huge amount of possible framing. Even phenomenons that are at first sight incompatible can be "framed" in resonance with existing narratives, or there can be "negative resonance" ("this should never happen again").



	What is your definition of European Public Sphere?

· If "Public Sphere" is the expression of the political identity of a group, and at the same time the discursive creation of a self-understanding, than "European Public Sphere" has to take into account the existing national public spheres.

· Still, there is evolution due to "Europe" ("Europeanization"). The existing national public spheres try to integrate "Europe" into their self-understanding. This has to happen "in resonance" with existing national self-understandings. Therefore, discursive evolution in France is different from Germany

· The process of evolution happens mainly within the national sphere. Still, it is brought about by confrontation and integration / refusal of (mainly) other national frames and (partly) European frames. The main tools to foster change are elite discourses in the media, the main actors "change agents"



	How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere?

· Within the public sphere, there is a forward-looking, innovative dimension and a backward-looking, traditional. Following Graf Kielmansegg (1996), I call them "community of communication" and "community of memory".

· The "process of Europeanization" (positive or negative – integration or refusal of "Europe" in one's self-understanding) can be better understood in taking into account those two dimensions.


