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The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

	Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?
European Public Sphere (EPS) as a normative concept:

● EPS as a decisive element for democracy in the European Union
● Democracy as a linkage between the political and the media sphere

· Need for openness and transparency of EU decision-making processes

· Need for media accountability (cf. Meyer 2002)
· Need for both bottom-up and top-down processes

EPS as a theoretical concept:

● Perspective to analyse the transformation of information culture and news management in Europe

● Counterweight to the political, economic, legal and cultural integration in Europe

● Reference frame for an international and interdisciplinary discourse about communicating Europe

	What is your definition of European Public Sphere?
EPS may appear in three different forms:
1. Single European Public Sphere on the basis of an uniform media system (non-existent)

2. Segmented spheres of European publics on the basis of pan-European media products (existent to a very limited extent)

3. Europeanisation of national public spheres on the basis of a European news agenda (developing to a very limited extent)
Conclusion: EPS does not exist on a large scale; it is limited by specific structures particularly with regard to the institutional system of the EU (cf. Gerhards 1993; 1997; 2001) and the different national journalism and media cultures. 

	How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere?

As defined above, EPS is regarded as a structural problem originating in different segments of European society and there existing on different levels – mostly not visible and evident at first sight. Therefore, the specific structures and especially their correlation preventing a EPS as well as developing phenomena fostering the constitution of a EPS are to be investigated. This multi-dimensional and qualitative approach is based on the concept of International Critical Structuralism as it is proposed by Kopper (cf. 2002). Structure, in this regard, means the theoretical and methodological organisation of recognition. As a reference point for the study practical journalism and mass communication in Europe is chosen because of its mediating function. The research design is based on journalistic methods aiming more at representativeness than at representativity.


