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The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

	Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?

· social and political theoretical approaches are heuristically useful for historiographical research, but cannot be adopted directly

· (among others) approaches from communication and political science as well as theories on European integration are referred to

- to clarify the terms, e.g. public (sphere), public opinion, and to determine their general meaning – but different (political) actors develop different concepts of public, public opinion etc.;

- to assess possibilities to influence the public (opinion) by means of information policy/public relations;

- to measure the impact of –above all– supranational (European Commission) and non-governmental actors on the process of European integration.



	What is your definition of European Public Sphere?

· European Public Sphere should be more than the mere sum of national public spheres.

· for the definition of European Public Sphere it is crucial to define European; here European is used
–aware of the contestable simplification– with regard to the European Communities.
European Public Sphere: dynamic sphere of transnational communication on political, social and other topics relevant to European ‘citizens’ by means of appropriate communication structure (e.g. media, symbols) – creating European discoursive togetherness; founded on common basic assumptions and participation.


	How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere?

· European Public Sphere is one aspect of the research; the focus is on the British public (sphere) being confronted with topics arising from European supranational integration and its impact on the United Kingdom.

· it is partially intended to compare the information policy of –above all– the European Commission in the United Kingdom with the corresponding efforts in the then member states; and by it to reveal and explain any differences and/or similarities between the respective means and methods of communication.

· analysis of co-operation between supranational, governmental and non-governmental actors and possible effects on the Europeanisation of the British public.

· the findings might allow further research on the range of a European Public Sphere.



