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The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?

My contribution focuses on the making (see Thompson 1963) of a “European elite”. This implies a narrow definition of the term “public sphere”: My paper addresses a social group in the making ranging between elite and functional public sphere. Here, exchange of knowledge among (becoming) intellectuals/functionaries occurs within a more or less exclusive space of discourse. The notion of making implies an even more restrictive usage of the term public sphere: As I’m focusing on an elite in the making at College of Europe at Bruges/Belgium, its relation to an elite public sphere within the European Union has even to be described as a prospective one. 



What is your definition of European Public Sphere?

So far, any – if existing – “elite public sphere” has been vaguely described determined by the ideas exchanged within this context. Mainly, these have been questions of cultural heritage, history, etc. that are meant to be the fundament of an evolving “European identity” – elites being its multiplier. 

My premise is: There is no “European public sphere” so far, and if it comes into existence one day, it will be a) the result of EU policy in the areas of media and education and b) very heterogeneous.  



How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere?

Although it has frequently been stated that “European public sphere” and a (if even possible or desirable) “European identity” will have to be socially constructed, human beings hardly ever seem to occur within intellectual discourse on EUs and Europes past, present and future.

Public spheres as formations of discourses are mediated – my aim would be to take a step back and by strictly qualitative research gain a deeper insight in how this discoursive formation is constructed/constructs itself socially at College of Europe.



