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The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

	Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?

· There is a need to distinguish between a transnational European public sphere and the ‘Europeanization’ of national public spheres
· When we talk about a ‘European public sphere’ we actually have in mind a transnational public sphere which is defined by Europe’s physical borders
· In that sense our notion of a European public sphere is based on Habermas’ arguement of ‘Öffentlichkeit’



	What is your definition of European Public Sphere?

· The ‘virtual’ space which is dominated by the interaction between three mail players at a transnational (European) level: collective political actors, such as EU institutions, media, such as the Financial Times, EU citizens


	How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere?

· Through communications campaigns, which is an example of how the three key players mentioned above, interact with each other. Those campaigns, which derive from European institutions, when coordinated in all EU Member States, dominate the national public spheres, and therefore go beyond them reaching a transnational level (see for example the Euro campaign), by constituting a European public sphere



