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The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

	Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?

· The interest in “integration through communication” underlying this project is part of an effort to anchor the integration process in aspects beyond those of interest calculus and spill-over (intergovernmentalism and neofunctionalism).

· The EU has reached a point where issues such as social cohesion, democratic functioning, and the relationship between civil society and the political sphere need to be addressed. 
· The media (and broadsheets in particular) constitute powerful social and political factors. Creating the very discourse of politics they produce spaces for political action or limit them. Moreover, the media are central to the transposition of political identities. Particularly in view of the increasing politicisation of the EU an approach which takes into account the news media’s role in the construction of public political debates, such as the one on the future of Europe, seems crucial for accurately capturing the reality of contemporary politics in Western societies.
· In a wider sense, preoccupation with the media points towards the importance of public discourse and deliberation (which in modern societies necessary includes the discourse of the mass media) and can thus provide insight into the EU’s structural capability to democratise. 

· Finally, examining how European integration affects the content and structure of communication in the member states it points to processes of “Europeanisation” as a potential factor of change in domestic polities. 


	What is your definition of European Public Sphere?

· Recognizing that homogeneity is unlikely to emerge in a multi-level system of governance such as the EU and that even at the level of the nation state communicative activity is fragmented along often contradictory levels and issues, it is argued that the fact that the conditions for a single European public sphere (European media, a common language etc.) are not given does not imply that discourses stop at the borders of the nation-state. Instead a Europeanisation of interrelated national publics is considered sufficient to provide for the function publics as loci of opinion formation and accountability fulfil in democracies. 



	How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere?

· Following this model of a European sphere of publics a Europeanisation of national publics is defined as the process by which certain (European) themes and discourses penetrate and become salient in various national debates. In this reading, a common European public sphere exists as long as the media communicate the same issues at the same time using the same criteria of relevance (Eder and Kantner). Going beyond this definition, in my project I aim to empirically approximate the communicative spaces Europe contains, to investigate how they are structured and to which extent they are shaped by national identity constructions: Which function has “Europe” and the integration project assumed in the national media discourses? How does this interrelate with national identity constructions pertaining to structure and role of the state?



