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The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

	Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?

· We cannot talk about the European public sphere in the same terms as about a national public sphere: EPS inevitably consists of different national public spheres; ‘Europeaness’ in regard of the PS is how these different public spheres overlap and what is between them in common and connects them

· Thus we have to look for the ways that connect these different public spheres: common European agenda, transnational communication channels, similarities of communication and other possible ways of interconnections
· In this way EPS is so far rather an aim than a reality, but we can try to estimate the degree in which these different national public spheres overlap and relate


	What is your definition of European Public Sphere?

· An European communication sphere consisting of national publics sharing a common European agenda, and related among each other by transnational media, interconnections of national media, and similarities of communication


	How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere?

· Analysis of European media structures, that helps to estimate the interconnections of national PS’s: commonalities and interconnections of media in various countries in different levels, from ownership to reception

· I look at the foreign ownership of media; in this way I can reveal the patterns of transnational media formation and interconnections of media
· The next step would be to look at the actual commonness of the public spheres in the level of media content: to estimate the similarities of the (European) agenda and frames of interpretation



