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The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

	Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?

· Habermasian public sphere: “Mediates between society and state […] The public organises itself as the bearer of public opinion” (Habermas, 1989)

· Mass media: Initially liberated the public sphere from the dominance of the elites, then transformed the public political discourse into commercial product( New elites: They control the mass media, therefore control the contents of public discourse. The existence of a public sphere does not necessarily lead to democracy.

· Cyberspace: A new space of public discourse. No elites or national boundaries exist in cyberspace.

· A second transformation of the public sphere is taking place: Interactivity, information flow, identity fluidity.

· European Public Sphere: Democracy deficit debate/ Language, distance, cultural barriers

· Cyberspace offers the tools to remove the communication barriers between Europeans and to strengthen the European Public Sphere.

	What is your definition of European Public Sphere?

· The European public sphere can be examined in two levels:

1. Vertical perspective: top-down processes/ European Public Sphere of the elites (European Institutions etc).

2. Horizontal perspective: National public spheres that are interconnected, forming a European public sphere. Public discourse takes place in various languages, common European issues are presented in various contexts, mainly through the national mass media.

· There is no interaction between European public sphere of the elites and the national public spheres.

· The Internet facilitates the interaction between the two public spheres.

	How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere?

· How do EU institutions utilise the Internet to pursue their public diplomacy strategy?

· What are the implications and possibilities of electronic communication networks for bottom-up participation in the formation of a European public sphere?

· Language, culture: Are not barriers. The Internet can help in the creation of a European collective identity.


