The European Public Sphere

International Interdisciplinary Conference for PHD-Students

Sponsored by the Berlin Graduate School of Social Sciences,

Humboldt-University

November 28-30, 2003, Europäische Akademie Berlin

Workshop on Concepts 

Contribution Form

Please fill in, rename to "name_workshop_form.doc"

and return to agenda_europa_public@yahoogroups.de
by Nov. 1, 2003
Name, First Name:
Kurpas, Sebastian


The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

	Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?
· No “Single European Public Sphere” (= model of relatively homogenous national public sphere transferred to the European level) based on the idea of a “European demos” is (currently) possible due to many cultural, structural and linguistic “cleavages” between member states.

· Single EPS  is also not needed, because debate can be sufficiently stimulated across “cleavages”; EPS can constitute itself through enhanced “cross-cleavage communication” 

· In order to bridge cleavages, strong “infrastructure” is needed: structures that mediate between the different national public spheres (journalists, politicians, etc. who “feel at home” in the “context” of  more than just one member state and who can therefore introduce and promote ideas, concepts, “frames” that are common in other member states concerning the respective isssue)

· Genuine “European” media are not necessarily needed for an EPS and only helpful if not perceived as “propaganda” by the wider public
· European “we-feeling” enhanced through communication in national fora with each other (“we”), not just about each other (“us-versus-them”), especially in debates about common roots & goals

· EPS as the sum of national public spheres, that are mutually open to each other concerning issues, speakers and general understanding (“frame”) of the issues discussed

	What is your definition of European Public Sphere?
Starting from Risses definition of a “Transnational European Public Sphere”, my definition is:

“The sum of member states’ public spheres linked by mediating infrastructure to each other so that issues of European meaning are discussed at the same time and the same level of relevance in exchange with other Europeans who are being treated as equally legitimate speakers and without domination of the respective national fora by distinctive frames of understanding.”



	How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere?

· Taking the abovementioned definition as a basis, a comparative view at national fora is necessary. 
· For practicality reasons and for the aforementiond great importance of the “mediating infrastructure”, an empirical survey of the “Europeanisation of national media coverage” could give valuable indications for the existence of an EPS (e.g. coverage of the Convention by national media). 
· The different elements of the abovementioned definition must be the basis for empirical survey.


