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The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

	Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?

· National communities and Europe are stories and descriptions. These stories are about a normative core of the virtues of the community and the differences to other communities.    

· National debates are following existing national selfdescribtions. Euroskeptics understand themselves as the defenders of the democratic, peaceful and successful nation against the ‘European superpower in the making’. 



	What is your definition of European Public Sphere?

· EPS is very weak. There are seperated conctruction of EPS in various national discourses on integration. While the topics (Euro, Schengen, membership etc.) of the discourses are European wide, the meaning which is given to the topics is mainly following national descriptions.      



	How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere?

· I do not, because I compare the special national discourses on the nation and Europe. 




