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The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

	Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?
· The European public sphere is a composite of national publics rather than an equivalent of national public spheres on a supranational level (ie. it requires no single European demos)

· It is important as a place of contestation of political power through discourse

· The EPS is only in its nascent stage, however more open discussion, even disagreement (!), will further the legitimacy of the EU by making it more relevant to people’s lives

· A more developed EPS will provide an arena for the development of a shared political culture

· The European public sphere supports the emergence of a ‘community of project’ through trans-national discourse, however a minimum of ‘community of project’ is also essential for the emergence of an EPS. This basic sense of community can be provided, by holding EU membership as normatively desirable. 

	What is your definition of European Public Sphere?

· As a composite of national publics, the EPS is conceptually different from national public spheres: The European community of communication need not be united by a common language, culture or history. Instead, it develops its ties through the involvement in a common political project that forms the framework for trans-national discourse. In order to constitute a European public sphere this discourse must be guided by the following normative assumptions: openness, equality and reciprocity. 

	How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere (EPS)?
· A nascent EPS is evident in the existence of European-wide (trans-national) networks for dialogue dealing with common European concerns, as well as in the Europeanisation of national publics (eg. European focused NGO’s and think tanks that draw on and bring together debates in different national publics) 

· There are indications of an emerging EPS that is horizontally open and vertically focused on decision making in EU institutions, but also of a European counter public that, while horizontally integrated rejects the vertical alignment to a power centre of EU institutions in Brussels

· Debates on these concerns can be based on national perspectives, however, they need to deal with common issues and recognise each other as equal participants in the same project (they all show a concern for political life in the European polity, even if they evaluate it differently) 

· The EPS functions- and can be evaluated- according to specific rules for discursive ethics which are based on the equality and legitimacy of all participants, a common frame of reference, and concern with the same issues (Risse)


