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The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

	Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?

· Thesis: The existence of an European public sphere comparable to those in homogenous nation states is not a normative condition for a democratic European Governance. Instead, the role of  a European public sphere in a European democracy is of factual importance: the existence of a public sphere helps to ensure that democratic normative criterions will be met in the European political system. Thus, also an European public sphere that can be described as a “sectoral” public sphere may serve as foundation of a democratic European Governance. It is thereby important to understand the characteristics of the European public sphere for the design of democratic European institutions.  

· Normative basis of democratic theory is the contract model as developed  by Rousseau et. al. Two main elements in this theory may be distinguished: the individually rooted conclusion of the social contract on one side, and the operationalisation of this contract by the “volonte generale” on the other side. The latter confers to the role of a public sphere in a democracy.

· In 19th and early 20th century  democratic theory the importance of a uniform public sphere as existing in nation states became an indispensable normative condition of democratic governance. This theoretical approach draws mainly on the importance of the existence of a “volonte generale” or “Volkswille”, which are expressed by a national sovereign, the national demos. Hence, without such a public sphere, a European democracy cannot exist (e.g. D. Grimm, similar J. Weiler).    

· From the 1970s on, economic and political approaches to democratic theory have stressed the other element of democratic theory, the contract element. In this view, the conclusion of a social contract does not depend primarily on a “volonte generale” or a “Volkswille”, but on the interests of the individuals in collective action. In this sense Rousseau pointed to the individual interest to preserve individual liberty also in the collective decision making process. J. M. Buchanan emphasises the individual interests  along the idea of cost/benefit relations that lead to the conclusion of a social contract (J.M. Buchanan/G. Tullock, The Calculus of Consent).

· In such view the public sphere is a factual element that is necessary to operationalize those normative democratic criterions, that are part of the social contract. A European public sphere, that is divided in national subsystems may also serve as tool to operationalise a European democracy. 



	What is your definition of European Public Sphere?

· The European Public sphere comprises the expression of opinions of all actors of the “civil society”. This includes private actors as newspapers, radio companies, interest groups as trade unions or other public interest groups (environment). It also includes political associations such as political parties.

· The European Public Sphere does not include the expression of opinions of institutional actors within the institutional decision making process, e.g. of members of the European Parliament or of the Council or the Commission. Expression of opinions of such persons outside the institutional framework can be part of the public sphere.

· The European Public sphere consists of a several national subsystems as well as a more homogenous system. The latter exists when certain topics are being discussed in several states along  similar criteria.   



	How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere?

· The existence, nature  and extent of the European Public Sphere can be empirically operationalised. The content and development of the European Public Sphere in this sense can be described by  the content of public debates, as found in newspapers and television.




