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The conference will begin with a workshop on concepts. In groups of 5 to 6 people, we would like to discuss definitions of European Public Sphere, the underlying theoretical presuppositions and the operationalisation. As a starting-point for the discussion the participants are kindly requested to contribute a brief outline of their concepts – we suggest to do it in bullet-points and to limit yourself to one page.

	Which are your underlying normative and general theoretical presuppositions?

My underlying theoretical presuppositions are twofold:

· The public sphere as one pillar of democracy: It is a place for legitimation: It is part of the normative prerequisites of democracy and also influences the attitudes of the people regarding legitimateness.

· Development of a normative model for a European public sphere (derived from the liberal and discursive model). What is the connection between the normative model and the subjective attitudes of the people regarding legitimateness?

· The public sphere as one arena of the policy process: It is not a constant of the policy process but one of its shaping factors. 

· Development of the idea of power in public spheres. How could the power distribution affect the policy process?


	What is your definition of European Public Sphere?

In general: Public spheres are characterised by speakers whose messages are transmitted by the media to a wider audience.

· National (Europeanisation means a Europeanisation of national public spheres)

· Mass media inducted (Mass media as the most stable level of the public spheres)

· Segmented: 

· public spheres develop around issues

· public spheres differ by the type and nature of the media

· Actor-based approach: Speakers attribute responsibility to / oppose / support other actors ( The public sphere can be regarded as a communicative network connecting different types of speakers: European actors, actors from other EU member states, national actors, other (regional / supranational). 

· A European public sphere thus deals with the question of how actors of different levels interact with each other. The question is not primarily “whether” Europeanisation exists, but “how” it looks like.




	How do you operationalise the European Public Sphere?

· Method: Quantitative content analysis of two quality newspapers per country (see Europub.com for the idea of claims-analysis)

· Criteria of inquiry for European public spheres (derived from the theoretical presuppositions):

· Power distribution in the communicative network

· Connectedness and Coalition formation in the communicative network

· Instrument for analysis: Network analysis



