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In which respect does the approach raise innovative questions about the European Public Sphere?  

· Focus on regional, sub-state level: significant regional variation in nation-states often not taken account of in ‘conventional’ studies of national press discourses. Lack of systematic studies of the impact European integration had on the discourses on the sub-national level and how that links up to the discussion of national identity/ multiple identities.



Why was this perspective chosen?

· Media discourses play an important role in the formation of public opinion on specific topics, e.g. the importance and relevance of European integration (just as do texts and narratives more in general with respect to national identity and history). The media function as a socio-political actor in setting social and political agendas, amplifying or neglecting specific issues, and ‘speaking for the people’. 

· The interdisciplinary approach combining elements of sociological analysis with a historical prospective leads to a richer, multifaceted picture of the subject of study. 



Which methods (and case-selections) are being used – may be used additionally / alternatively?

· Case selections: geographically: Scotland and Catalonia; chronologically: EC entry (1973/ 1986), Single European Act (1985-7), Maastricht (1991-3)

· Methods: Grounded Theory and Discourse Analysis

· Additional methods: to be set against opinion polls, voting patterns, party fortunes, intellectual influences at different points in time



To which new findings about the European Public Sphere does the approach lead?

· The impact European integration had on public and political discourses and social groups other than that of the nation-state (inherently bound up to the notion of the EPS being fluid, multiple and complementary). The impact European integration had on the debates about national identities. 



PAGE  
1

